[Effect of methylprednisolone on bacterial infection of the peritoneal cavity in the guinea pig].
There is clinical proof of the decisive therapeutic effect of bolus injection of corticosteroids in septic shock. Our own studies, in which sublethal doses of bacterial suspensions were introduced into the peritoneal cavity of guinea pigs, demonstrate that a simultaneously applied solution of methylprednisolone (MP) has no influence on the intraperitoneal number of bacteria. Even the rapid initial decrease of bacterial counts, which, according to our studies, can be inhibited by Liquoid and is, therefore, caused by complement, is not influenced by the addition of MP. There was no indication of a change of tissue reactions in gut or mesenterium. The therapeutic effect of corticosteroids seems to depend on its influence on peripheral vessels.